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CoMMUNICATIONS. 


BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM. 


BY F. K. BAILEY, M. D., 
Of Knoxville, Tenn. 


Bromide of potassium has grown in favorable 
estimation since its introduction into the materia 
medica. Bromine was first discovered about 
1826, or less than half a century ago. Bromide 
of potassium did not come into use as a medicine 
till about the year 1836, and was then employed 
because it was a cheaper substance than the 
iodide. Ricord was induced to substitute.it for 
the iodide in the treatment of secondary syphil- 
itic affections. 

Dr. Dick (Braithwaite, part xv,) alludes to 
Magendie’s formula, and advises its use in 
struma of dyspeptics. But it is unnecessary to 
give a detailed history of this useful article. 
The object in writing is to furnish the result of 
personal observation in its therapeutic applica- 
tions. It appears to be different in its effects 
upon the animal economy, from the iodide, act- 
ing more upon the nervous centres, and particu- 
larly upon mucous surfaces through the nervous 
centres. 

In the Chicago Medical Examiner, for Janu- 
ary, 1870, I contributed a short article, in 
which the bromides were made the subject. 
Since that time I have continued the extensive 
and varied use of bromide potassium. It is in 
affections involving the mucous surfaces that it 
has been found most useful. 

During the months of May and June just 
past, many cases occurred in the city, of diar- 
thea and dysentery. After givin ; due attention 
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to the condition of the primz vis, by the ad- 
ministration of mercurials and other alteratives, 
I found the use of bromide of potassium very 
efficient in controlling the inordinate peristaltic 
action. I generally combined it with somefaro- 
matic and an opiate. I will give a few illustra- 
tive cases. 

Case 1. May 6th. M. F. W., male, about 
twenty-two years old. Had diarrhcea for some 
days. Prescribed as follows :— 

K. Bromidi potassii, 3ij 
Syr. zingiberis, 
Tr. opii.camph., 44 1.3). 

Sig. Teaspoonful every four hours. 


8th. Diarrhoea completely controlled. 

Case 2. May 2d. Ruth H., aged sixteen. 
Has had diarrhoea for some hours, attended 
with prostration and gastric disturbance. Pre- 
scribed :— 

K. Brom. potassii, 
Syr. zingib., 
Tr. opii. camph., 
Tr. menth. pip., 


M. 


3j 
fl.3ss 
f.Ziij 
1.33). 
Sig. Teaspoonful every three or four hours. 


M. 


3d. No more action from the bowels since 
yesterday. 
5th. Bowels perfectly regular in their action. 
Case3. May 19th. Robert H., aged twelve, 
stout healthy boy ; has diarrhea, with tormina, 
and some tenesmus. 
kK. Brom. potassii., 
Syr. zingiberis, f1.3 58 
Tr. cinch., compos., a 
Tr. opii. camph., fi.gss M. 
Sig. Teaspoonful every three or four hours. 
2ist. Diarrhoea controlled, and there has 
been no pain since taking the first two or three 
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doses. The tr. cinch. compos. was added to 
obviate a slight tendency in the family to an 
undefined intermittent. 

Case 4. June 6th. Three inmates of the 
“ Industrial Home,” a retreat for homeless girls, 
were taken, last night, with severe diarrhea, 
with gastric distress and some tormina. 

The cases being all similar, I gave 

k. Bromidi potassii, 3iss 
Syr. tolutani, 
Tr. opii camph., aa f1.3ss 
Aque amygdal. amar., 1.3). M. 
Sig. Teaspoonful every three or four hours. 


8th. The diarrhoea, in every case, was at 
once controlled after taking the mixture two or 
three times. 

Case 5. May 9th. A female child, twenty- 
two months old; has dysentery. Stools bloody 
and mucous. Severe pain, and tenesmus to 
some extent; considerable prostration. 


RK. Bromidi potassii, 
Syr. zingib., 
Tr. opii camph., 
Aquez cinnamomi, 
Sig. Half-teaspoonful every three or four 
hours. Also to take small doses of sub. nit. 


bismuth two or three times daily. 


11th. Much improved; the stools becoming 
natural in color and consistence. 

13th. No more return of dysenteric symp- 
toms; discharged, convalescent. 

Case 6. Mrs. N., mother of the above. 
Taken, June 4th, with a profuse diarrhea, at- 
tended with pain; some fever, and a good deal 
prostrated; cannot raise up in bed without 
vomiting ; tongue somewhat coated ; six months 
advanced in pregnancy. 

Directed her to take the same mixture the 
child had taken, in three times the dose. 

5th. Some better, but still much prostrated ; 
nausea on raising up in bed ; stools not frequent, 
and some appetite. 

7th. Convalescing rapidly ; has taken noth- 
ing but the mixture, except, perhaps, a few 
grains of bismuth, 

Case 7. Mrs. H., mother of Case 3. June 
2d. Severe diarrhoea, attended with pain. 
Large and fleshy woman, but has been rather 
feeble since the birth of a child, in January 
last. Prescribed, 

R. Bromidi potassii, 
ag zingiberis, 

r. opii camph., 

Tr. cinch. comp., 
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Sig. Teaspoonful every three or four hours, 
alternated with gr. ij sulph. quinia. 

3d. Diarrhoea entirely controlled. To con- 
tinue quinine. 

15th. Was called, and found her laboring 
under an attack of remittent fever. There had 
been no diarrhoea, but her strength had not 
returned. 

There was also a profuse leucorrhceal dis- 
charge, attended with much pain in the region 
of the ovaries, which had troubled her for some 
time. For this, on the 6th inst., I had pre- 
scribed as follows :— 


3ij 


aa f1.3ss 


RK. Bromidi potassii, 
Syr. senege, 
Fluid ext. ergote, 
Tr. cinch. compos., fl.Ziss 
Ol. gaulther., gtts.x. M. 


Teaspoonful three or four times daily. 


Sig. 


After taking the above mixture a few days 
there was a decided improvement in the leu- 
corrheeal condition, but the discharge not en- 
tirely checked. There was but little pain in the 
sides of the pelvis, however. 

For the feverish condition I prescribed a mild 
mercurial, which was to be followed with sulph, 
quinine. As stated in connection with Case 3, 
there were some local causes to produce fever, 
as the house is near a creek, in the northeast — 
limits of the city. 

17th. Convalescing rapidly. To continue 
quinine, and take lager beer. 

Case 8. May 4, 1874. Called to see a child 
(boy) 17 months old, previous health good. Was 
taken on the 2d inst. with some looseness of the 
bowels, together with a cough attended with 
hoarseness. Found it with fever, coated tongue, 
hot skin, and very irritable. Passing stools 
mostly of ropy mucus, tinged with blood. Slight 
tenesmus, but no tormina that can be discovered. 
Great thirst, and no appetite for food. The 
mother, an intelligent Irish woman, says the 
child passed two worms within the last month. 
Prescribed, 

R. Calomel, 


Santonin, 
Pulv. doveri, 


gr.j. 
gr.ss. 


gr.ij. M. 
followed with castor oil after these are taken, at 
an interval of three hours. Also, 
RK. Bromidi potassii,  3ss. 
Syr. zingib., fi.3ss. 
Tr. opiicamph., _—fi.3ss. 
Aque cinnamomi, 1.3ij. M. 
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Sig. Half teaspoonful every three or four 
hours. 

May 5. Much the same. Stools more copious, 
from the powder and oil, but no indications of 
worms. Slept some during the night. To con- 
tinue the mixture, and have boiled rice as diet. 
Pulv. dov., gr. iij., should he be in great pain. 

6th. Some better. Stools yellowish, without 
blood. Continued mixture. 

ith. Still improving. Slept well last night, 
there having been no evacuation till morning. 
Alternated with the mixture, give small powders 
sulph. cinchonie, salicine and pulv. doveri. 

9th. Stools more natural. Has taken the 
mixture and powders since the 7th. Discharged 
as convalescent. 


Case 9. The mother of the above was taken 
on the 5th with dysentery, and some nausea, 
with prostration. I directed her to take the 
bromide mixture in treble the dose given to the 
child, and she was well in two or three days, 
with no other medieation. 


Case 10. A young man, about thirty, was 
taken, June 13th, with profuse diarrhcea, at- 
tended with some nausea and pain. Prescribed 
as follows :— 


R. Bromidi potassii 
Syr. zingiberis 
Tr. opii camph. 


Sig. Teaspoonful p. r. n. 


3j- 
aa fi.3ss. M. 


l4th. Diarrhoea was controlled after taking 
one dose of the mixture. 

The above are most of the well marked cases of 
mucous diarrhoea, or dysentery, which came un- 


der my observation. Without exception, almost 
immediate relief was felt after taking the mixture. 
Every one madea good recovery, without becom- 
ing exhausted. How numerous the cases of 
diarrhoea were in the city I am unable to state, 
but if every one met with an equal number 
there must have been an unusual prevalence. 


In affections of the mucous membranes of 
the genito-urinary organs I have also used 
bromide of potassium with success. In con- 
nection with ergot and general tonics, as in 
case seven, above, I have prescribed it in many 
instances. In menorrhagia, associated with an 
excessive secretion of mucus from the uterus, 
it has proved beneficial. Its modus operandi 
appears to be similar to that of the ergot, and 
they cannot fail to produce good effects. The 
dose is not large enough (seven and a half 
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grains to an adult) to cause any unpleasant 
effects such as are noticed when it is given in 
three or four times that amount. I might give 
details of cases but will hope that others may 
have had similar experience. 

There is some discussion of late in regard to 
the effect of potassium bromide in affections of 
the urinary organs, acting through its elimina- 
tion by the kidneys, and its becoming mixed 
with the urine. Be this as it may, I have no 
doubt, from personal observation, of its favor- 
able influence in affections of the urinary or- 
gans in both sexes. In strangury from gonor- 
rhoeal or other conditions, it is a valuable agent 
for relief, given alone or in conjunction with 
other remedies which the case may indicate. 
This article, like many others in common use, 
produces an effect differing according to the 
amount administered. No more than ten 
grains are necessary when we desire to act 
merely upon the mucous tissues. To produce 
an impression upon the cerebral system, to ob- 
viate spasmodic action, less than fifteen or 
twenty grains will have no effect. It may be 
ranked with sulphate quinine in this particular, 
as it is well known that the effect of five or ten 
grains of the latter is far different from that of 
one or two. 

Regarding the effect of bromide of potas- 
sium in large doses, and the conditions in which 
it is to be used, it is not now proposed to 
discuss. That it acts to modify the effects of 
opium and obviate its unpleasant secondary 
influences, is maintained by a recent writer. 
That it may be owing to this combined influ- 
ence is perhaps true. 

I have not relied upon this agent alone, 
during this season, to control a diarrhea or 
dysentery. That opium alone will not uni- 
formly check an inordinate action in the alimen- 
tary canal, every practitioner is aware. It is 
well to study the effects of remedial agents in 
conjunction with others as well as alone. .The 
combination of opium and ipecac. in Dover's 
powder is a case in point, as well as the joint 
action of the components of tr. opii camphorata. 
Although it is well to adopt the use of all new 
remedies brought into notice from time to time, 
still, we should also be diligent in watching 
the effects of medicines already established in 


! use. 


In some future communication I propose to 
report cases in which this article was used in 
uterine affections. 
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HospiraLt REportTs. 


LONG ISLAND COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
Service of Frof. Jarvis 8. White. 
Reported by Ben}. F. Westbrook, House Surgeon. 


Case of Bubo, injected with Sulphurous Acid. 


W. R., xt. thirty-seven, an American seaman, 
was admitted to the Hospital, July 9th, 1874, 
with a bubo in the right inguinal region. 

Two months before, while at sea, he had a 
venereal ulcer on the penis. 

As the bubo seemed inclined to suppurate, 
it was poulticed. It was opened on the 13th 
of July. The incision was parallel with Pou- 
part’s ligament and about three-eighths of an 
inch in length. It discharged from one to two 
ounces of thin, puriform fluid. 

The cavity was injected, twice daily, with a 
solution of sulphurous acid and glycerine, one 
part of each to twelve of water. 

After the first injection there was no more 
discharge, except a slight oozing of serum, and 
the eavity continued to contract, until, on the 
22d, it had almost entirely closed. The injec- 
tion was then stopped. 

On the 29th of July the patient was dis- 
charged, cured. 

Brooklyn, New York, Aug. 18th, 1874. 


<ai> 
-<—>> 





MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Norwicu, Tuzspay Evenine, Ave. 11. 


The British Medical Association commenced 
its Forty-second annual meeting today. The 

roceedings commenced with a special service 
in the Cathedral, the preacher being the Rev. 
Canon Heaviside. In the afternoon a Council 
meeting was held, and this evening the inaugu- 
ral general meeting was held, when the retiring 
President, Sir William Fergusson, resigned the 
chair to the President elect, Dr. Edward Cope- 
man. 

The President elect, in his inaugural address, 
recalled the fact that the celebrated Sir Thomas 
Browne was a Norwich physician ; that the ec- 
centric Dr. Messenger Monsey was the son of a 
Norfolk clergyman, and well known as Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole’s Norfolk doctor ; that one of the 
Aldersons practiced in Norfolk as a physician ; 
that Dr. John Kaye, or Caius, of Dembeies 
notoriety, was born at Norwich, in 1510; and 
that the late Mr. Martineau was surgeon to the 
Norfolk and Norwich Hospital for many years, 
and was regarded as one of the greatest lithoto- 
mists of his day. He might add the names of 
Rigby, Dalrymple, Lubbock, and Crosse, the 
last having been one of the foremost of provin- 
cial surgeons, and one of the founders of the 
British Medical Association. Norwich had a 
noble provincial hospital, more than one hundred 
years old, containing a museum in which were 
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displayed all the stones removed by operation 
since its foundation, as well as many unique 
specimens of morbid anatomy. 


Wepnespar, Avg. 12, 


The British Medical Association continued 
its proceedings to-day, an address on “ Medicine” 
being delivered by Dr. J. Russell Reynolds, Pro- 
fessor of Medicine in University College, and 
Physician to University College Hospital. Dr. 
Reynolds argued that if we would know the 
present condition of medicine and pathology, we 
must see whence it had come and whither it 
was tending. It was not his intention to attempt 
to furnish an account of the details of recent 
scientific works on medicine, but rather, by an 
examination of our past and present relations to 
four great propositions, or, if he might use thé 
term, articles of creed, to show how they had 
affected our modes of investigation in the past, 
how they are governing or guiding our labors 
now, and what were the results which we saw 
coming from the now-existing and prevailin 
tendencies of thought. The four articles of ¢ 
to which he referred as - pe for good and 
for evil the progress of scientific pathology, 
were a belief, first, in life; secondly, in man; 
thirdly, in individuality ; and, fourthly, in the 
specific character of disease. By losing sight of 
or underrating the great primary fact of life, we 
deprive ourselves of the information to be gained 
from a study of subjective symptoms, we often 
misdirected our therapeutic efforts, by eliciting 
vital action rather than conserving vital force, 
and we lost sight of many of the most important 
causes of disease. By failing to see the spe- 
cialty of the nature of man, we underrated or 
ignored much of the etiology of human suffer- 
ing, we were often misled by the results of ob- 
servations upon animals, and we were in danger 
of misinterpreting the facts of the most serious 
maladies which mightafflict our fellow-creatures. 
By disregarding the individuality of man we were 
in danger of again, and in another way, losing 
a due appreciation of the causation of disease, 
and of overrating the value of statistics, and of 
being led away by their apparent precision, 
which existed only with regard to masses. By 
an unsound application of the idea of the spe- 
cificity of disease, we might, on the one hand, 
sweep away distinctions which were facts of 

athology, and, on the other hand, lay down 
ines of demarcation which were unreal. It 
was, he thought, obvious that the science of 
medicine was in a state of change, as well as of 
progress. It had not a arrived at the degree 
of exactness which might be found in the simpler 
sciences ; but those who were devoting them- 
selves to its pursuit were pressing toward that 
end, and each was endeavoring so to throw his 
mite into the treasury of knowledge that a scl- 
entific ordination of the facts of pathology might 
hereafter be a possibility. But the facts were 
so diverse in kind, so varied in appearance, 
so bewildering in their complexity of form, 


we must wait, and, perhaps, wait long, for their. 


due arrangement. A true science of pathology 
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could not be until the knowledge of all indi 
vidual workers was the common property of all. 
In the meantime, we must learn to labor and to 
wait; and we must, least of all, commit our- 
selves to any one particular school or line of 
thought, but rather cultivate that habit of mind 
which had “a look southward, and was open to 
the whole noon of nature.” In our recognition 
of the specialty of disease we had carefully to 
examine the nature and the sources whence they 
came, of all the contaminations by which the 
stream of life might be damaged or defiled. 
They might be puzzling, hard to separate, and 
still harder to trace to their source ; they might 
be complicated in their effects, and so mixed to- 
gether that again and again we might be baffled 
in our attempts at their analysis ; but what we 
wanted was work, noton any preconceived theory, 
but work which should faithfully follow onward 
and trace backward the line of sequence of events, 
and eventually yield, as. it had done before, a 
real knowledge of the facts we wished to know. 
Again, with regard to the individuality of man 
we must strive to show whence each life had 
come, the nature of its source, the conditions of 
its youth, the struggles of its onward progress, 
the valleys. through which it had passed, and 
the rocks it had had to “overleap or rend.” 
We might be often perplexed in our attempt to 
solve the problem which it presented, but we 
must accept the facts of their existence and of 
sete wery * We must know all that made up 
individual life if we would understand its ills. 
We must go back to its source, and look around 
at all through which it had had to pass or work its 
way, if we would know how to understand or 
arrest the troubles it might meet. Again, with 
regard to man, it was not until we recognised 
in him his true relation to the world which lay 
around him that we should duly understand his 
sorrows, or whence they came, in such a way as 
to prevent them or relieve them when they were 
thickly hedging him about. Lastly, we must 
duly appreciate the great fact of life, the mys- 
tery of mysteries, which underlay all our know- 
ing, and over-arched us sometimes with light, 
sométimes with impenetrable gloom. When we 
tried to realize it, we seemed to be on the surface 
of a boundless ocean; above us the sky, now 
dark with cloud and rent by storm, now lit with 
sunbeams or trembling with the pale light of 
stars, beneath us a mighty deep, with its un- 
known treasures, mysterious currents, and 
“sense of unfathomable danger.’ Sometimes 
we saw the land, and pressed toward it, but 
again the night came down, the horizon line was 
lost. We were poised between two worlds, and 
although we might strain our eyes to see and 
our ears to hear, we might find no token to tell 
us of the points in which they met, no glimmer 
of the unseen things which severed them. But 
let us thank God that we were not left alone, 
oe that in such darkness there often arose 

ght. 

The address was frequently applauded, and, 
0n the motion of Professor Hughes Bennett, a 
Unanimous vote of thanks was tendered to Dr. 
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Reynolds. Professor Bennett observed that the 
occupation of the medical man and physiologist 
was to determine the laws which governed vital 
properties. This task presented enormous diffi- 
culties, and how were they to be overcome? He 
contended that medical men were justified in 
making use of the inferior animals, with a view 
to the solution of the problem. He considered 
that many existing difficulties and mysteries 
might be overcome with work, if workers were 
found, and if those workers were properly re- 
munerated. Dr. Bateman, of Norwich, seconded 
the vote of thanks. 

It was agreed that the summer meeting of the 
Association should be held in Edinburgh, and 
Sir R. Christison was elected President for 
1875. 

In the Public Medicine Section, over which 
Mr. W. H. Michael presided, Dr. Rogers, as 
President of the Poor Law Medical Officers’ 
Association, made a statement to show that 
where medical relief was stinted the general 
ye - on Poor Law relief was heavy. 

r. Beverley read a len thened paper on 
Hospital Hygiene, illustrated by reference to 
the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to Sir W. Fer- 

sson, the retiring President, for his services 

uring the past year, and he was unanimously 
elected Vice-President for life. : 

A report was presented from the council, 
which stated that the Association now numbered 
between 5000 and 6000 members, and its finan- 
cial condition was also satisfactory. The in- 
come from all sources last year was £8511, and 
the debt of the Association was reduced to 
to £212, with a prospect of total extinction this 
year. Under these circumstances the council 
proposed that £200 should be granted in aid of 
researches in medicine and allied sciences. The 
Council stated that an invitation had been re- 
ceived that the next country meeting of the 
Association should be held in Edinburgh. After 
some discussion the report was adopted, and 
Mr. F. Fowkes was re-elected Secretary for 
1874-5. The meeting was then adjourned to 
Thursday. 

In the evening there was a soireé in St. An- 
drew’s Hall. 


Tuurspay, August 13, 


This morning the British Medical Association 
resumed its sittings, when an address on Surgery 
was given by Mr. W. Cadge, r.r.c.s., Surgeon 
to the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. Mr. 
Cadge observed that the novelties of surgical 
practice introduced during the last year or two 
were scarcely important enough to constitute a 
theme. They were chiefly comprised in Esmark’s 
bloodless system of operating and Dittel’s elastic 
ligature. Concerning these, he would only say 
that the first was not a novelty, having been 
practiced by one of the members of the associa- 
tion many years since; the second was, in his 
opinion, more curious than useful, and not 
worthy of a place either in the records or in the 
practice of surgery. There was one great sub- 
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ject which, if not exactly a novelty, was of recent 
time, and was still waiting for a solution, both 
as to its facts and as to the theories held to ac- 
count for its facts—he meant the germ theory of 
utrefaction and antiseptic surgery. This sub- 
ect he considered of surpassing importance and 
interest. per age not undermining much 
of the existing fabric of surgical pathology and 
— it could not be too often brought to the 
ar of professional criticism, for on its right 
solution, whether it was true or not, depended 
a multitude of Saag in daily practice, and even, 
probably, the lives of many of our fellow-crea- 
tures. The remainder of Mr. Cadge’s paper 
was devoted to an elaborate examination of 
stone diseases, which occasions an annual mor- 
tality at the rate of one in 42,744 of the popula- 
tion in Norfolk, as compared with one in 425,525 
in Cheshire. Incidentally alluding to the im- 
es of milk for the support of young chil- 
ren, Mr. Cadge observed that it would be a 
aa result of statecraft if—instead of the 
utile wrangling over the sale of fermented 
liquors, which had wrecked one powerful Gov- 
ernment, and, by the disappointment of greedy 
expectants, had gone far to sap the popularity 
of its successor—by some equitable enactment, 
those who possessed and occupied the land 
should be held responsible for the production 
in sufficient abundance for the wants of the 
r of that which was now a costly luxury, 
ut which nature pointed out to be the chief— 
he might say the only—need of early childhood. 
The local influences which contributed to renal 
and vesical calculus in Norfolk were, Mr. Cadge 
thought, the universal consumption of malt 
liquor, the constant daily use of exceedingly 
hard drinking water, and the accumulated effect 
of hereditary predisposition. 

A cordial voté of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Cadge for his address. 

Professor Hughes Bennett made a statement 
as to the antagonism of medicines—hydrate of 
chloral and strychnia, sulphate of atropia and 
calabar bean, hydrate of chloral and calabar 
bean, sulphate of atropia and meconate of mor- 
phia, meconate of morphia and infusion of tea, 
meconate of .morphia and theine, meconate of 
morphia and caffein, meconate of morphia and 
quaraine, meconate of morphia and infusion of 
coffee, extract of calabar bean and strychnia, 
hydrate of bromal and atropia, etc. The state- 
ment was received with much attention and 
elicited a hearty vote of thanks. 

Approval was given to measures taken for 
the incorporation of the association under the 
Companies Acts, 1862, and 1867. 

Sir James Paget delivered an able address 
qestensey afternoon, as President of the Surgery 

tion. He observed that in the present day 
we overvalued the blood and estimated too cau- 
tiously the loss of it. There were few persons 
in the room who might not be bled to fainting, 
and to-morrow be almost unconscious of it; 
perhaps in this week of hospitalities they might 
even be the better for it. [A laugh.] Refer- 
ring to the use of mercury, Sir James observed 
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that in his youth mercury was largely adminis- 
tered. It probably did good in a large number 
of the cases of which the real nature was not at 
the time discerned, and in a large proportion of 
the chronic diseases of internal organs which we 
now assigned to syphilis. Years ago there was 
no suspicion that syphilis affected any but the 
external parts. We knew now a multitude of 
syphilitic affections of the liver, of the lungs, of 
the spleen, and many more still of the nervous 
system, which formerly were vaguely put down 
to chronic inflammation of unknown origin, or 
to tumors, thickenings, and productions of sub- 
stances which needed to be absorbed. At the 
present time we were rather apt to think that 
pathology should be the guide of therapeutics, 
while y es was a large number of cases in 
which therapeutics should rather be the guide 
of pathology. The fact that a medicine cured a 
given disease was as much a fact and quite as 
significant a one as the employment of a chemi- 
cal test fer discerning the nature of a solution. 
It could be repeated from time to time, and with 
the same results. There was hardly anything 
in the chemistry of complex bodies more sure 
than that quinine cured ague and a large num- 
ber of periodic diseases. As with quinine, so 
with mercury. If in his youth the value of 
therapeutic tests for indicating disease had been 
fairly estimated, we should have come many 
years sooner than we did to a knowledge of the 
syphilitic nature of a large number of internal 
aaule diseases. We were, he believed, too 
much under the guidance,of what might be 
justly called inferential therapeutics. Because 
we knew something of pathology, we might, 
therefore, proceed at once from pathology to the 
knowledge of the remedies of disease. It was a 
fair method of study if it were not carried to 
excess, but it should be studied side by side with 
the other fact, that therapeutics might just as 
fairly be a guide to pathologic knowledge. 

In the Public Medicine Section, to-day, Mr. 
W. H. Michael again presided. A discussion 
arose on a paper read by Dr. Beverley on the 
preceding day on — hygiene, with especial 
reference to the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, 
in which a large amount of pyzemia has prevailed 
lately. Dr. Beverley reconimended the con- 
struction of a series of single-storied buildings 
for the reception of such patients, care being 
taken to secure thorough ventilation. 

Mr. Sympson, of Lincoln, made a statement 
as to defects in the Lincoln County Hospital, 
where pyzmia and erysipelas had also prevailed 
to some extent, the ventilation being imperfect. 
North winds were found to be injurious, but it 
was not the same with east winds, as Dr. Rum- 
sey had feared to be the case in a London hos 

ital. 
. Dr. Druitt expressed his opinion that when 
once a hospital became infected the best course 
was to pull it down. 

Mr. Barwell observed that the economic aspect 
of the question must be considered. In the case 
of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital he attrib- 
uted present difficulties to injudicious additions 
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to the original building. There ought to be no 
place in a hospital where air foes stagnate. 
and the staircase ought not to be in the body of 
the building. 

Dr. Falconer observed that it was a mistake 
to speak of air as if it were under our perfect 
control. Air could not be driven about as we 
liked. At the same time, every facility should 
be given for the ingress and egress of air from 
adwelling. An attack of erysipelas had broken 
out in St. George’s Hospital. Washing was 
stopped in the hospital, and the disease disap- 
peared. He thought it was possible to have 
movable roofs to hospitals ; these roofs might be 
periodically raised and a thorough ventilation 
might be secured. By such'a system as this it 
would not be necessary to pull down old hospi- 
tals, although they had a tendency to become 
contaminated. 

Mr. C. B. Fox said the walls of old hospitals 
had a tendency to become saturated with organic 
matter. Had any measures been adopted to 
remove this organit matter at Lincoln or Nor- 
wich ? 

_Dr. or mss said he remembered a very se- 
rious outbreak of erysipelas in the Norfolk and 
Norwich Hospitals before recent additions to 
the hospital were made. So severe was this 
outbreak that operations were suspended fof a 
time. Afterwards there was a remarkable im- 
munity from i ge in the hospital. One 
roof in the hospital had been found to contain 
recently a large quantity of impure air. 

Mr. Hutchinson remarked that at Leeds a 
splendid new hospital had produced a large 
amount of pyzemia. Care in dressing wounds 
and isolation of contagious cases had been found 
to be productive of the best results. Erysipelas 
often originated de novo. He believed also that 
pyemia originated from local contagion rather 
than from the air. 

Dr. Fussell deprecated pupils or surgeons 
passing from fever wards to accident wards, or 
Tom post-mortem examinations to accident 
wards. 

Dr. Beverley replied. He stated that measures 
were being adopted to cleanse one of the walls 
of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital. The 
question of economy must, of course, be con- 
sidered, but still human life must not be sacri- 
ficed, and it would be better to have a small and 
thoroughly efficient hospital than a large and 
inefficient one. Some other points having been 
noticed by Dr. Beverley, the discussion closed. 

Dr. C. J. Fox read a paper ‘‘On Water 
Analysis; as it should and should not be per- 
formed by the Medical Officers of Health.” Dr. 
Fox observed that the elementary prineiples 
eer which the greater part of the work of the 
Medical Officer of Health was based might be 
said to be the prevention of water pollution and 
of air — with the products of decomposin 
filth, The examination of drinking water forme 
a sec, important portion of his duty in his 
crusade against preventable disease. The most 
tough and ready way which has been employed 
for ascertaining whether or not water was pol- 
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luted with organic matter was to partly fill a 
clear bottle with a sample of it, and havin 
violently shaken the same to take a hearty sni 
at the air of the bottle which had been agitated 
in the water. If the air smelt sweet and fresh, 
the absence of an injurious amount of organic 
matter was inferred, and vice versé. It should 
be borne in mind that the existence of an un- 
pleasant odor or taste about the water from a 
well sunk through certain kinds of clay was no 
proof of the pollution of water with organic 
matter. Water if allowed to remain long in 
contact with certain kinds of clay acquired such 
an objectionable smell as to be at times quite 
undrinkable, and yet might not at the same time 
contain an amount of organic matter which 
would warrant its condemnation. A well of 
this kind could be made to furnish excellent 
water by the frequent withdrawal of its con- 
tents, or, if that was not practicable, RI the fill- 
ing up of the dug portion of the well and by 
drawing the supply solely from the bore pipe. 
Dr. Fox, in closing a paper of considerable 
length, said his object in bringing the subject 
of water analysis before the Association, which 
numbered among its members so many Medical 
Officers of Health, was the hope that some uni- 
— plan of examination might be adopted by 
all, 

Mr. A. Haviland made some observations om 
the geographical distribution of disease within 
the area of the counties of Northampton, Leices- 
ter, Rutland, and Bucks. He expressed an 
opinion that typhoid fever was contagious, al- 
though he knew that it was a moot point. 
Consumption prevailed to a great extent in the 
valley of the Sane, especially among women, 
who lived less out of doors than men. Every 
Northampton shoemaker was fond of poachin 
and country life, but the poor women remain 
at home. He complained that one medical man 
had returned scarlet fever as sore throat, and 
that the fever had spread in consequence. He 
thought strict accuracy was essential in all such 
matters. 

After a short discussion, the section adjourned. 

The usual public dinner was held in the even- 
ing, in St. Andrew’s Hall. The chair was occu- 
pied by Dr. Copeman. There were about 300 
guests, and the Hall presented a brilliant ap- 

earance. The Duke of Connaught could not 
be present, in consequence of other cngngenaes 
It was ouggoetel that next year there should be 
a section for military and naval surgery. 


Fripay, August 14th. 


This morning the British Medical Association 
continued its sittings. An address in obstetric 
medicine was delivered by Dr. J. Matthews 
Duncan, physician to the Royal Maternity Hos- 
pital, and Lecturer on Midwifery in the School 
of Medicine, Edinburgh. 

In the Public Medicine Section, Dr. Drysdale, 
senior physician to the Metropolitan Free Hos- 
pital and physician to the North London Con- 
sumption Hospital, submitted a paper on the 
influence of tobacco on public health. Dr. 
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Drysdale observed that in the midst of all cheer- | some other nations, women had already be 


ing signs of the march of scientific civilization, 
it was curious to remark that the custom of 
tobacco-smoking became every year more preva- 
lent. He did not think that alcoholic intoxica- 
tion was so prevalent as it used to be, although 
it was still terribly prevalent; but he expected 
no one to doubt his assertion that tobacco was 
becoming much more extensively consumed, 
and that even by the highest classes. Quite re- 
cently the leading medical journal, edited as it 
was by writers of great literary merit as well 
as great professional eminence, recommended 
the use of tobacco as a necessary for our troops 
on foreign service, thus classing it with the hy- 

ienic remedies useful in malarious and tropical 

istricts. He therefore almost feared that any 
one accusing tobacco of doing any harm to the 
public health might not impossibly run the risk 
of being charged with the madness of the great 
Spanish hero of Cervantes, and be reputed as 
running a tilt against windmills. He had seen, 
however, in the course of his life, so many cases 
of disease which he, rightly or wrongly, had 
attributed to the use of tobacco, that he felt it 
his duty to say a word on the negative side of 
the question. It was not above a month or two 
since that he saw, in the course of one week, 
two cases of complete blindness, accompanied 
by atrophy of the optic disc, in men, entirely 
due, he was sure, to the use of tobacco. One of 
these patients was of the age of twenty-seven, 
and had been a most extensive smoker for some 
six years, consuming, he said, an ounce of Vir- 
ginia tobacco any- The other unfortunate 
young man was only twenty-four years old, and 

e had been in the habit of chewing constantly 
as well as smoking. His amaurosis was quite 
similar in its character with that of the other 
patient. , Affections of the gums and tongue 
were very frequently seen in old smokers. The 
tongue looked as if it had been painted with a 
solution of nitrate of silver in some cases; in 
others there was lividity of the gums and great 
duskiness of the fauces. Among the poorer 
classes tobacco-smoking and chewing often made 
@ man’s mouth a deplorable spectacle. Dys- 
pepsia and diarrhoea were more frequently 
caused by smoking than many believed, and Sir 
W. Jenner used to say, and he (Dr. Drysdale) 
thought with truth, that the use of tobacco dis- 
posed*to palpitation of the heart, prolapse of 
the rectum, etc. Whatever might be thought 
of this view, he could cordially subscribe to the 
opinion which ascribed to tobacco many of the 
cases of malaise and cachexia of men who 
would otherwise be in excellent health. To- 
bacco-smoking had left the tap-room, and now 
even the Throne itself was not destitute of the 
perfume of tobacco. Were the modern Turks 
or Germans to go on smoking from morning till 
night, as they did, and consuming Virginia 
tobacco or Cavendish as we did in England, they 
would indeed present a deplorable spectacle of 

ublic want of stamina. Fortunately, however, 

erman and Turkish tobacco was almost devoid 
of noxious properties. In Russa, Turkey, and 





to invade the smoker’s domain, which in Eng- 
land they had at present left unexplored, to 
the great satisfaction of all who valued good 


| complexions in their countrywomen. In Russia 


elderly ladies asked smokers for a light for their 
cigarettes or cigars, and taught their daughters 
to blacken their teeth and injure the purity of 
their breath by inhaling the fumes of the burn- 
ing weed. He could not help thinking, with 
the physicians of more primitive times, that sim- 
ple diet, with absence from stimulants and nar- 
cotics, would, to the end of all time, be found the 
greatest friends to virtue, beauty,.and good 
health. Railway traveling, always so uninvit- 
ing, was now rendered much more so by the 
stale smell of tobacco smoke. The whole of 
Europe, it had been remarked by Professor 
Mantejezza, was fast being turned into a cigar 
divan ; and it became every day more difficult 
for a male of average strength of mind to assert 
his liberty to refrain from tobacco if he went 
into society at all. He (Dr. Drysdale) thought, 
then, that it was time for such practitioners of 
the healing art as had anything to say about 
tobacco to speak out. For his part he charged 
tobacco with causing blindness, a of 
the heart, paralysis, diarrhoea, and diseases of 
the teeth and mucous membrane of the mouth and 
tongue. He alleged that it was a foe to cleanli- 
ness and good manners. He knew that it was 
injurious to workers in tobacco factories, and he 
therefore contended that it was not a true luxury 
and never a necessary, Tobacco might be used 
for the treatment of asthma, but to admit 
tobacco-smoking, chewing, and snuffing into the 
list of the luxuries of a refined and wealthy age 
was, in his opinion, a violation of the laws of 
public hygiene. : 

The President (Dr. Bateman, of Norwich) 
said he thought the question of sewage was not 
merely one of local interest, but of imperial 
interest. In Norwich the citizens had been ex- 
perimenting at heavy cost in the matter of 
sewage and irrigation, and they would still have 
to expend a further sum, and at the same time 
take a leap in the dark. In Norwich the rate- 
payers were, in fact, in the position of pioneers 
who were spending a large amount of money 
for the benefit of others. 

The section then adjourned. y 

The concluding general meeting was held this 
afternoon; Dr. Copeman presiding. A discus- 
sion arose upon a report presented by a com- 
mittee upon qualification and State medicine. 
Dr. Rumsey proposed that the question should 
be referred to Dr. Lyon Playfair, u. p., Mr. G. 
W. Hastings, and the Rev. Professor Haughton, 
of Dublin. The report was received, with 

ower to the committee to adopt the suggestion of 

Dr. Rumsey. A grant-in-aid committee was 
appointed to carry out a recommendation that 
£200 should be voted for scientific researches. 
Thanks were voted to the East Anglian Branch 
of the Association and the local members of 
the medical profession, for their reception of the 
Association. Sundry other votes of thanks were 
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accorded to the Mayor and Corporation of Nor- 
wich, to Mr. J. J. Colman, m. p., to Lady 
Lothian, Lady Crossley, and other ladies and 
gentlemen, for courtesies extended to the Asso- 
ciation. A cordial vote of thanks was also 
given to the president, Dr. Copeman. 

The proceedings then terminated, although 
sundry excursions have been arranged to places 
and scenes of local interest. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY OF 
BALTIMORE. 


REPORTED BY J. W. P. BATES, M. D. 


Acute Desquamative Nephritis. 


Dr. Noel related the following case: A young 
man, xt. eighteen, employed in a furnishing 
store, complained of a swelling of hands and 
feet, and around his eyes. On examination, I 
came to the conclusion that he was suffering 
from some disease of the kidney, and on testin 
his urine, found it to contain a large quantity o 
epithelial casts and albumen. There was ver 
little fever, but considerable dyspnoea, which 
attributed to oedema of the bronchial mucous 
membrane. I first used diaphoretics, but these 
failing to act, I resorted to Clutterbuck’s ela- 
terium, 4 grain every two hours, until copious 
watery evacuations were produced, which gave 
him almost instant relief. I then gave infus. 
digital. f1.38s, spt. ether nit. f1.3j, every four 
hours, which produced copious diaphoresis. The 
patient was put upon milk diet, and in a short 
time he was much improved. I think this case 
was of catarrhal origin. 


Aneurism. 


Dr. Monmonier related the case of a young 
man, aged twenty-one, who came under his care 
complaining of a swelling, occupying the left 
axillary space, which upon examination pre- 
sented the following appearances; arm thrown 
out from the body on account of the size of the 
tumor; the swelling it-elf presented the appear- 
ance of a fibroid tumor, but was somewhat 
yielding ; no pulsation ; used exploring needle, 

ut it was of no diagnostic value. The patient 
had been under the care of other physicians, 
who had used liniments, etc., without affording 
relief. Upon first examination, I thought it was 
a fibrous tumor, but subsequently concluded that 
it might be an aneurism. Having concluded to 
operate, and fearing the hemorrhage, should it 
prove to be an aneurism, I first cut down upon 
and tied the subclavian artery in its third por- 
tion, then made un incision along the external 
border of the scapula and edge of the axillary 
space. Upon dividing the layers covering the 
tumor, a firm coagulum was found, which re- 
vealed the true nature of the case, viz., aneu- 
rism of the subscapular artery. There was but 
little hemorrhage, which was checked by a liga- 
ture of the subscapular. It was afterward 
learned that the boy had fallen down stairs, and 
the arm being thrown up and violently extended 
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had produced rupture of the vessel. The patient 
promptly recovered. 


Diphtheria and Scarlatina. 

Dr. Evans referred to the relation seeming to 
exist between diphtheria and scarlatina. He 
was called to attend a lady with diphtheria, who 
in due time got well. As there were several 
children in the family, be feared that they would 
suffer from the disease. A few days after he 
was called to see one of the children, who pre- 
sented all the symptoms of the early stage of 
diphtheria, but after a day or two — 
into a well marked case of chicken-pox. A few 
days later he was called to see the second child. 
This case proved to be a typical one of scarla- 
tina, being the second attack the child had had 
of this disease. 

Dr. Dausch referred to a case of a girl, four- 
teen years of age, whom he had attended during 
two attacks of scarlet fever, dropsy following 
each attack. 

Dr. McShane was of the opinion that epi- 
demic diseases may occur twice in the same 
person. 


Gleet. 


Dr. Monmonier related a case of chronic gon- 
orrhoea, which had been under treatment five 
months. The discharge only made its appear- 
ance after straining, walking, etc. The internal 
remedies usually used in this class of cases 
seemed to aggravate the disease. By the intro- 
duction of a graduated bougie, an ulcer was de- 
tected in the fossa navicularis. By means of a 
hypodermic syringe with a long tube, he — 
a strong solution of nitrate of silver directly to 
the ulcer three times a week. 

Dr. Liebman inquired if there was no ten- 
derness in the membranous portion. Dr. Mon- 
monier said not. 

Dr. Irons had met a number of such cases, 
but had used the solid stick instead of the solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver. 

Dr. Monmonier said that he does not restrict 
himself to the nitrate, but also uses carbolic 
acid, iodine, etc. 

Dr. Morfit said that in many cases of gleet we 
find the discharge kept.up by an ulcer. Dr. 
Monmonier cannot, by the use of the syringe, 
limit his injection to the exact spot, but cauter- 
izes the whole caliber of the urethra. He 
thought, by the use of the endoscope, the ulcer 
could be exposed and caustics applied directly 
to it. 

Dr. Monmonier remarked that Sir H. Thomp- 
son has long since discarded the endoscope, om 
account of the pain it produces. 

Burn Followed by Erysipelas. 

Dr. Arnold related the case of a woman who 
was burned by a coal oil lamp thrown at her by 
her husband. For the first few days she had 
been attended by another physician, who had 
applied linseed oil and lime water, On examin- 
ing the case he found the hair singed, and an 
extensive burn extending over the forehead, face, 
nose, neck, shoulders, arms, and hands. The 
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patient was suffering very much, and he ordered 
olive oil and bismuth to be used instead of the 
former application. Under this treatment the 
burns healed nicely, except a small place behind 
the left ear and on the arm. After some weeks 
he was again called to see her, and found her 
suffering from erysipelas, which extended over 
the whole burned portion of the head and body. 
Gave saline aperients and tr. ferri chlor. On 
the fourth day she became much worse ; the 
erysipelatous inflammation became of a dark, 
hemorrhagic hue, and presented a shrunken 
appearance ; wild delirium, great thirst, tongue 
dry and brown, and severe headache. Gave her 
an active purge to relieve the head, followed by 
uinine, muriatic acid, ice, mint juleps, ete. 
he next day found her in a comatose condition, 
in which she shortly afterwards died. 
Post-mortem. A great deal of subarachnoid 
fluid, extreme congestion of the blood vessels 
over the convex surface of the brain ; upon some 
portions found a viscid, light-colored exudation, 
especially near the longitudinal fissure; ven- 
tricles empty, base of brain healthy. All the 
other organs were found in a healthy condition 
except the stomach, the mucous membrane of 
which, at the greater curvature, was found 
deeply congested, presenting all the appearances 
of previous gastritis. 


Post-partum Hemorrhage. 


Dr. Friedenwald related the case of a lady 
who invariably flooded after confinement. A 
few days ago he was called to attend her, and 
had great difficulty in controlling the hemor- 
rhage. Gave fl. ext. ergot in full doses, and 
attempted to introduce into the uterus a sponge 
saturated with Monsel’s solution, but the vagina 
contracted so much that he failed. He thought 
that a rubber bag introduced into the womb 
and distended by water, so as to make pressure 
upon the uterine walls, would be of great use in 
cases in which firm contractions could not be 
induced. 


Retention of Urine. 

Dr. Lynch said that he was called to see a 
man who had been on a debauch and drank a 
great deal of beer. He had not passed water 
for twenty-four hours, and the bladder was 
greatly distended and reached the umbilicus. 
After making several attempts to introduce the 
catheter, and failing. on account of spasmodic 
stricture. he sent for Dr. Brown, and applied 
the aspirator above the pubis and drew off sixty- 
eight ounces of urine; gave a cathartic, and in 
one hour after the patient passed another pint 
of water per vias naturales. 

Dr. Erich said he had succeeded im some cases 
like this of Dr. Lynch, by attaching one end of 
a rubber tube to the catheter and pouring water 
into the other, thus distending the urethra. In 
a few minutes the catheter can be introduced 
without difficulty. 

Hernia. 

Dr. Monmon‘er related a case of triple hernia, 

wo inguinal and one umbilical. The right 
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inguinal was reduced without difficulty, the 
left was more difficult, and the umbilical was 
strangulated and could not be returned until 
the patient was completely under the influence 
of chloroform. 


Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. 


Dr. Winternitz related a case of this disease 
under his care, in a boy sixteen years, of age, 
He gave him ten grains of calomel three times 
a day, for the first two, and five grains twice 
daily for the next six days, and potass. brom., 
one scruple, at bedtime; applied ice bag to 
_ and gave plenty of nourishing food. Under 
this treatment the patient did remarkably well. 
At a subsequent meeting he referred to the case, 
and said that he gave this patient three and a 
half drachms of calomel in small doses, when 
the gums became slightly touched. The ptyal- 
ism promptly disappeared under the use of 
aap chlor. ; then he returned to the calomel. 

he patient made a good recovery. 

Dr. Morris related a similar case, which pro- 
gressed equally well, in which no calomel was 
used. He gave plenty of nourishment, and 
potass. brom. at night. 


Gonorrhea. 


Dr. Erich related a case of gonorrhea, oc- 
curring in a boy nine years old. There was 
nothing unusual in the case beside the age of 
the patient. 

Dr. Lynch had had a case in a boy six years 
of age. 

Dr Bates had treated a boy five or six years 
old for a gonorrhea which he had contracted 
from his sister, who was under treatment at 
the same time. 


Syphilitic Tumor. 


Dr. Lynch called the attention of the Society 
to the case of a negro man who suffered with a 
secondary syphilitic tumor on the side of the 
neck just behind the angle of the jaw. Ap- 
plied ung iod., and gave hydrarg. bichlor. in- 
ternally ; in a few days the man returned and 
complained of pain in the throat, and next 
morning was seized with spasms of the glottis, 
and died suddenly. 

Dr. Monmonier asked whether there was any 
fistulous tract extending from the tumor into 
the larynx? 

Dr. L nch said he had ‘been unable to find 
any. He thought that prebably the spasm was 
produced by pressure by the tumor on the pneu- 
mogastric. r. Uhler cited a case where an 
aneurism pressing upon the recurrent laryngeal 
precsene spasms of the glottis, and tracheotomy 

ad to be performed to relieve the patient. 


Aphonia. 


Dr. Arnold related the case of a woman who 
was very hoarse for three months and then lost 
her voice so that she could not speak above @ 
whisper. On attempting to drink, the fluid 
would return through the nostrils. <A cathy, 
scopic examination was made by him, assisted 
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Dr. Gleitsman, when he found that the right 
arytenoid cartilage was destroyed, in conse- 
quence of which the right vocal cord lost its 
support and became curved. He also found 
great destruction of the pharynx from previous 
ulceration, and ulceration and destruction of 
the cartilages of the nose. This state of things 
was the result of syphilis. Anti-syphilitic 
treatment was instituted. Dr. Monmonier had 
a similar case of syphilitic origin, but the dis- 
ease, instead of passing down into the larynx, 
passed upward and destroyed the soft palate 
and vault of the pharynx. 

Dr. Arnold had had another case of persist- 
ent hoarseness under treatment, in which he 
used anti-syphilitic remedies, but the patient 
died from intercurrent disease. 


Sept. 12, 1874.] 


Dr. Gleitsman had treated a lady affected | 
with very short breathing, similar to a child | 
with croup, voice perfectly clear, no catarrh. | 
An examination with the laryngoscope dis- | 


closed no disease of the larynx or vocal cords, 
but upon looking lower down he found a steno- 
sis of the second cartilage of the trachea. He 
thought that syphilis rarely produced stricture 
of the trachea. He lost sight of the case and 
does not know the result of the treatment em- 
ployed. He also mentioned another case, of 
seven years’ standing, in which there was ex- 
tensive ulceration and sloughing of the pharynx. 
produced by syphilis. Large doses of calomel 
relieved the patient. 


Cancer. 


Dr. Monmonier exhibited a scirrhus tumor 
removed from the breast of a lady patient of 
Dr. Arnold. The wound was healing nicely. 


Dr. Friedenwald asked how much the patient | 


was benefited by the operation ? 
Dr. Monmonier said that the benefit is that 
the removal of the tumor relieves the pain and 
gives the patient a chance. Of course it is im- 
possible to tell whether it will return or not. 
Dr. Friedenwald was of the opinion that 
every case operated on had been a failure; the 
benefit is very temporary, and in a few months 
the disease generally returns; he looks upon 
all cancerous affections as extremely unfavor- 
able. A lady suffering with a tumor in the 
breast, called in Dr. N. R. Smith, who advised 
ablation. Some of her friends advised her to 
try electricity, which she did without receiving 
any relief. Then she was recommended to ap- 
ply to a cancer doctor from the Eastern Shore, 
ut not having sufficient money to meet his de- 
mands she was induced to enter the Hebrew 
Hospital. Dr. A. P. Smith removed the breast. 
Upon cutting down upon it a serous liquid es- 
caped and the tumor collapsed; he carefully 
dissected out the cyst, closed the wound, and the 
po got well, but in two months after the 
isease had returned, in the form of melanotic 
cancer, from which she died in three or four 
months. 
Dr. Lynch remarked that all true cancers 
are constitutional, but scirrhus is in many in- 
stances only a local affection. 
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called to see a slave, zt. fifty, who had a large 
tumor in the breast, hard as a stone, producin 
a great deal of pain. On July 4th, 1862, it 
was removed, together with every gland which 
appeared to be involved in the disease; four 
ligatures were applied and the wound closed. 
The incisions healed by the first intention ex- 
cept a small portion at the inferior angle. P 
to 1872 there had been no return of the disease. 
The tumor was so hard, that to make an ex- 
amination of it a.hatchet had to be used to cut 
it open. 

Dr. Monmonier said he had operated on some 
five cases, in one of which the glands were 
very much enlarged. but in none had there 
been a return of the disease. English surgeons 
say that scirrhus is a local affection and not a 
constitutional disease. 

Dr. Morris said he had a case of cancer of 
the breast now under treatment, in which there 
is no pain in the tumor, but excruciating pain 
| in the sciatic nerve. Drs. Johnson and Milten- 
berger have seen the case but can offer no relief. 
| Large doses of morphia combined with chloral 
| have to be given at short intervals. 
|  Dr.Lynch asked whether the pelvis had been 
| examined to see if there was a tumor pressing 
| on the sciatic. He could not see the connection 
| of the two unless there is cancerous disease of 
the pelvic glands. 

Dr. Morris said the pelvis had been examined 
onperteieny» not per vaginam. 

r. Bates referred to a case of scirrhus oc- 
curring in a relative. Dr. Valentine Mott re- 
moved the breast more than ten years ago, and 
up to the present time there had been no 
further trouble. He thought removal was justi- 
fiable in these cases, even though we believe the 
| disease will return, because by the operation 
| the patient is relieved, for a longer or shorter 
| time, of the intense pain; and then there may 
| be the possibility of perntanent cure. Diseases 
| are affected very little by what we believe, and 
| where death is otherwise inevitable we are not 
justified in depriving our patients of every 
chance of life. It is the opinion of surgeons 
that if the lymphatic glands are not involved 
there is a reasonable ground for ex — a 
cure, but if they be much implicated the dis- 
ease will most likely return. Within a few 
years there seems to have been a complete 
change in the treatment of the wound made by 
the operation. Formerly it was insisted on that 
union by first intention was to be desired. Now 
some surgeons teach that Rep foeren should 
be encouraged, in order that all particles of can- 
cerous matter may be removed. 

Dr. Monmonier said that the English surgeons 
are in favor of a certain amount’ of suppura- 
tion. Dr. Erich had treated a patient in which 
the disease was both local and constitutional. 
The woman suffered from scirrhus of the ute- 
rus. Symptoms indicative of acute gastritis 
supervened and the patient died. On post- 
mortem examination a large scirrhus tumor 
was found occupying the walls of the stomach, 





| 
| 
| 
} 








In 1862 he was | and four or five small deposits in the bowels. 
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Dr. Morris said that Dr. Lynch could not see | 
why scirrhus of the breast should produce the | 


severe pain in the sciatic nerve. As a case 
showing how irritation of an organ may produce 
pain in a very distant part, he would refer to 
the case of a prominent physician of this city. 
He suffered with neuralgia of the fifth pair for 
more than a year; used various remedies, and 
had his teeth removed, but obtained no relief. 
Thinking that probably a change of climate 
would benefit him, he went to Jamaica, but re- 
turned much reduced and *worse than ever. 
He also suffered from prostatic disease, could 
never empty his bladder perfectly, and had 
frequently voided pus. By the advice of some 
of his professional friends he resorted to the 
use of the catheter and has not been troubled 
with the neuralgia since. 


Periscope. 
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CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The session just held at Goderich, Ontario, 
was not very largely attended A resolution 
was passed, speaking in the highest terms of 
the American Medical Association, and also in- 
viting that Association at an early day to meet 
near the border, and unite with them in a Medi- 
cal Congress. 

Dr. E. W. Jenks, of Detroit, made a speech in 
behalf of the American Association, inviting 
them to the next session at Louisville. 

Dr. Le Baron Botsford, of St. John, was elected 
President. 

The next meeting will be held at Halifax. 

Drs. Jenks and Thompson, both of Detroit, 
were present as representatives of the American 
Medical Association. 








EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 
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On Rabies Mephitica, 

A writer in the American Journal of Science 
believes that he has discovered a new disease, 
which is related to hydrophobia, and that odious 
animal, the skunk. This discovery he names 
“Rabies Mephitica,” and thus relates what 
first called his attention to the novel facts pre- 
sented: While on a tour in the Rocky Moun- 
tains, our camp was invaded by a nocturnal 
prowler, which proved to be a large coal-black 
skunk. Anxious to secure his fine silky fur 
uninjured, I attempted to kill him with small 
shot and failed. He made characteristic re- 
taliation ; and then rushing at me with ferocity, 
he seized the muzzle of my gun between his 
teeth ! Of course the penalty was instant death. 
An experienced hunter then startled us by say- 
ing that the bite of this animal is invariab 
fatal, and that when in perfect apparent health 
it is always rabid. He resented our incredulity 
and confirmed his statement by several instances 
of dogs and men dying in convulsions shortly 
after being thus bitten. On mentioning this 
adventure to H R. Payne, u.p., who had been 
camping with miners near Canon City, Col., he 

' said that at night skunks would come into their 
tent, making a peculiar crying noise, and 
threatening to attack them. His companions, 
from Texas and elsewhere, had accounts to give 
of fatal results following the bite of this animal. 
Since returning to Kansas City, I have had 
extensive correspundence with hunters, taxider- 
mists, surgeons and others, by which means the 
particulars have been obtained of forty-one 
cases of Rabies mephitica, occurring in Virginia, 
Michigan, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Colorado 
and Texas. All were fatal except one; that 





was the case 0° a farmer, named Fletcher, liy- 


ing near Gainsville, Texas, who was twice 
bitten by Jf macraura, yet recovered and is 
living still. On further inquiry it was found 
that he was aware of his danger, and used 
prompt preventive treatment. Another case was 
alleged to be an exception; that of a dog which 
was severely bitten in a long fight with a skunk, 
but whose wounds healed rapidly and without 
subsequent disease. It seems, however, that 
this dog afterward died with mysterious symp- 
toms like those of hydrophobia in some of its 
less aggravated forms. 

The writer proceeds to ae the particulars of 
a large number of well-authenticated cases of this 
new disease, and the peculiar manner in which 
its victims were affected. He continues: It is 
evidently the opinion of Dr. Janeway that the 
malady produced by mephitic virus is simply 
hydrophobia. Should he be correct, then 
that is established by these facts would be this, 
viz: that henceforth the varieties of Mephitis 
must be classed with those animals that spon- 
taneously generate poison in the glands of the 
mouth and communicate it by salivary inocu- 
lation. From this, as a starting-point, we might 
go further and seek a solution of the whole 
mystery of hydrophobia, in the theory that this 
dread malady primarily originates with the 
allied genera of Mephitis Putorius and Mustela, 
widely scattered over the earth ; being from them 
ieathered to the Felide and Canide and other 
families of animals. 





Intra-buccal Resection of the Inferior Dental 
Nerve. 


Dr. Mosetig-Moorhof, of Vienna, in an article 
translated in the London Medical Record, 
that the various methods for the division of 
inferior dental nerve which have been pro 
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in cases of severe neuralgia are as follows. The 
vast superiority of the process invented by 
Paravicini will be at once perceived. 

1. Division of the cheek through its entire 
thickness, at a spot corresponding with the 
anterior edge of the ramus of the jaw, without 
dividing the mucous membrane. 

2. Division of the cheek at a spot correspond- 
ing ot the sigmoid notch, in a direction out- 
ward. 

3. Division of the soft parts over the posterior 
border of the ramus of the jaw, in a direction 
from behind and below, inward and upward. 

_ 4. Removal of a portion of the angle of the 
jaw. 

5. Trephining the ramus above the com- 
mencement of the canal after division of the soft 
parts. 


The method adopted in the case reported’ 


by Dr. Mosetig-Moorhof was as follows. The 
mouth being widely opened, the mucous mem- 
brane is divided along the anterior border of the 
ramus of the jaw, and the finger is directed 
between the bone and the internal ptery- 
goid muscle to the lingula. The separation of 
the inferior maxillary from the gustatory nerve 
is not difficult, since the former passes into the 
canal and the latter does not. The operation, 
however, is so far difficult, since the eye cannot 
be of any assistance, and the operator must 
trust to his power of touch, and has to work in 
avery constricted and narrow space; but the 
result is great relief to the patient, and no dis 

figurement at all, as there is after the before- 
mentioned methods. 

Dr. Mosetig-Moorhof operated on his patient 
on July 3lst, and, having found the lingula, 
divided the internal lateral ligament of the jaw. 
The nerve and artery were secured by a thread, 
which was passed round them by means of a 
small aneurism-needle (it being absolutely 
necessary to fix them in order to cut dutagh 
the nerve centrally), and so removed a piece of 
it, A piece of nerve about four inches long 
was removed. The reaction which followed a 
cessation of the neuralgia, and a want of feeling 
of the right side of the lower jaw, was trifling. 
Beyond a swelling of the side of the face and 
pharynx, with some —_ difficulty of swallow- 
mg the patient had little to complain of. 

The patient was perfectly well by the end of 
January, and had lost ali symptoms of neuralgia 


The Management of Bczema. 

Dr. L. D. Bulkley recently presented a paper 
on this topic, an extract of which we take from 
the New York Medical Journal :— 

True eczema, he said, is a catarrh of the skin, 
prPerly acute, but very commonly subacute. 

he skin is entirely analogous to the mucous 
membranes, which are but the involuted por- 
tions of the cutaneous envelope. This catarrh 
tends to run a certain course accompanied by 
certain pathological changes, namely, thickening 
caused i> a deposit of adventitious cells in the 
Tete mucosum, but also capable of extending 


Periscope. 
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into the papillary layer. and even deep into the 
adipose tissues. Much that is called eczema is 
properly nothing but dermatitis, an inflamma- 
tion of the skin tending to spontaneous recovery 
when the cause is removed and irritating agen- 
cies are kept away. Eczema in its true sense is 
not a local affair, but, when intimately asso- 
ciated with blood-changes, represented in the 
main by sub oxidation or hyper-acidity, as 
found in the stomach secretions, those of the 
kidneys, etc.; and, moreover, this state is close- 
ly allied to gout and rheumatism. Debility, 
pure and simple. does not cause eczema; but it 
may by its existence prevent either the recu- 
perative process of nature, or the beneficial ac- 
tion of remedies. Eczema being an acute dis- 
ease, running a definite course, our treatment 
must consist ale td in avoiding irritating 
elements, favoring the action of the emunctories, 
alkalining the system, and locally making such 
applications as soothe an irritated and inflamed 
integument. The products of eczema, the 
thickening and scaling, are removed by stimu- 
lating applications, and by such pure tonics as. 
act directly on the nerves, and cause absorption 
through the capillaries of such remedies as 
iron, quinine, and arsenic. Arsenic and zinc 
ointment, while serviceable in many instances, 
are so far from being specifics for eczema, that 
their use is injurious in many cases, while in 
almost every case other remedies either suffice 
alone, or greatly assist their action. 


On Urethral Stricture. 


The London Medical Times and Gazette notes 
several cases of stricture at Guy’s Hospital, 
under the care of Mr. Forster. All were treated 
in the following manner:—On admission, a 
week or ten days’ rest is enjoined, warm baths 
given, and alkalies and opium are administered. 
Then the process of continuous dilatation b 
the ordinary gum-elastic catheter is employed, 
and the patient is retained in hospital a few 
days longer than the time at which full dilata- 
tion has been reached. Mr. Forster very rarely 
uses silver instruments, and he sees no particu- 
lar advantage gained by the use of dilators or 
bougies, such as the bougie @ boule or the bougie 
olivaire. Nor has he had one case in which any 
necessity existed for perineal section ; and this, 
he thinks, is because of the very patient trial 
which has been made of catheterism. The fourth 
column of Mr. Forster’s table shows that gonor- 
rhoea had occurred in almost all the patients, 
but at such a remote period from the first ap- 
pearance of a stricture that it cannot be supposed 
that the two were in the relation of cause and 
effect. Gonorrhea does not produce stricture 
per se. Still, so prevalent is the idea that in 
some way stricture and gonorrheea are connected, 
that it will take, Mr. Forster thinks, a generation 
to combat the notion. An examination of these 
cases shows, too, that the use of injections can- 
not have much to do with the result. It is un- 
likely that the slight irritation set up by a gost 
heal end ina stricture years afterward. It is. 
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more likely that the intermittent stretchings and 
relaxation that the penis, and with it the urethra, 
undergoes, might produce it. And Mr. Forster 
adopts the conclusion that, if there be no here- 
ditary predisposition to the disease, some slight 
inflammatory thickening may have taken place 
at the weakest spot in the healthy urethra, as 
the result of unequal distention of the parts. 
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REVIEWS AND Book NOTICEs. 


BOOK NOTICES. 

The Physiology of Man; Designed to Repre- 
sent the existing state of Physiological Sci- 
ence, as applied to the functions of the human 
body. By Austin Firnt, Jr., u.v., Professor 
of Physiology, etc., in Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College, ete. Vol. v. Special Senses ; 
Generation. D. Appteton & Co., N. Y., 1874. 
pp. 517. 


This completes the great work of Prof. Flint. 
The task has occupied the author for eleven 
years, and it must be gratifying to him to know 
how well the profefsion appreciates his work 
The elaborate reviews of the previous volumes 
render it unnecessary for us to do more in the 
present instance than merely to allude to the 
feast spread before us, premising, however, that 
Dr. Flint has in every instance, when referring 
to the opinions of others, been content with 
nothing short of their own original work, from 
which he quotes. This will in part account for 
the delay in the completion of the work. 

The first chapter treats of the sense of touch, 
muscular sense and sensibility, the tactile cor- 
puscles, and the venereal sense. 

The second chapter of the olfactory nerves, 
their anatomy and physiology, and their rela- 
tions to the sense of smelling and tasting. 

Chapters 111, Iv, Vv, and v1, the optic nerves, 
the anatomy of the eye, refraction, vision, the 
functions and mechanism of the iris, the muscles 
of the eyeball and eyelids, the lachrymal appara- 
tus, etc. ‘ 

Chapters vil, vit, and 1x, the auditory nerves 
and the sense of hearing in all its relations, in- 
cluding the physics of sound, the appreciation 
pf harmony, discord, ete. 

Chapter x, of gustation and the nerves of 
taste, the tongue and its functions, facial paraly- 
sis, etc. 


Reviews and Book Notices. 
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In Chapter x1, of generation, with a general 
view of the female sexual organs, the ovaries, 
Fallopian tubes, uterus, and the erectile tissue 
concerned. 

Chapter x11, of the ovum and ovulation, 
puberty and menstruation, changes in the preg- 
nant uterus, the corpus luteum, etc. 


Chapter x11, the male organs of generation, 
the testicles and their secretion, the glands of 
the urethra, and the changes in these organs 
from infancy to old age. 


Chapter xrv is on fecundation, the part of the 
male and female in the reproductive process, 
the entrance and destination of spermatozoids, 
the influence of the maternal mind on offspring, 
etc. 

Chapter xv, of the segmentation of the vitellus 
and formation of the membranes and placenta; 
Chapter xvi of the development of the embryon, 
and the osseous, muscular, cutaneous, and ner- 
vous systems ; Chapter xvu, of the development 
of the alimentary system, the respiratory system, 
and the face ; Chapter xvii, of the development 
of the genito-urinary organs in both sexes, and 
of the circulatory system ; Chapter x1x, of the 
subject of foetal life, of development after birth, 
maturity, the decay of age, death, and the reso- 
lution of the body into its original elements. 

The author gives a very full index to the en- 
tire work, thus enabling the student with very 
little trouble to find any point to which he may 
desire to refer. 

As an American book, we feel proud of this 
great work of Dr. Flint, and shall look for- 
ward to its adoption as a text book in all our 
schools. 

The publishers, Messrs. Appleton, leave us 
nothing tu desire in its get up. Tinted paper, 
clear, good type, everything calculated to give 
the reader a good impression on first sight. 


Cocain, Veratria and Gelseminum. Toxicologi- 
cal Studies, by I. Ott, Easton, Pa. Philadelphia, 
Lindsay and Blakiston, 1874. pp. 66. 


Dr. Ott has carefully tabulated a number of 
experiments with these alkaloids, made both 
upon inferior animals and man. He concludes 
that coca and cocain resemble in action coffee 
and caffein, and should be regarded as excitants. 
Coca increases the pulse and temperature, and 
dilates the pupil. Gelseminum is a respiratory 
poison. It dilates the pupil, and lowers the 
temperature. 
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D. G. BRINTON, M.D., Editor. 





The REPORTER aims to represent the Profession 
of the whole country, and not merely sectional or 
local interests. 

Hence, Reports of the Proceedings of Medical So- 
cieties, Correspondence, Notes, News, and Medical 
Observations from all parts of the country are so- 
licited and will be gladly received for publication. 

(G Subscribers are also requested to forward 
copies of newspapers containing Reports of Medical 
Society Meetings, Marriages or Deaths of physi- 
cians, or other items of special medical interest. 

The experience of country practitioners is often par- 
ticularly valuable, acquired as it generally is by in- 
dependent study and investigation. The REPORTER 
aims especially to furnish a medium to bring this 
information before the general medical public, and 
itis a duty to the profession to publish it. 

(> To insure publication, articles must be prac- 
tical, brief as possible to do justice to the subject, 
and carefully prepared, so as to require littie revi- 
sion. 

The Editor disclaims responsibility for any state- 
ment made over the names of correspondents. 








OUR MEDICAL SERIALS. 

Our serial publications are the weekly Mzp1- 
caL AND SuraicaL Reporter ; the Haur-Yearty 
Compenpium or Mepicat Science, published 
each January and July, constituting a supple- 
ment to the Rerorter, not repeating any article 
contained in the latter, and giving a carefully 
condensed view of the progress of all branches 
of medical science throughout the world each six 
months; and the Puystcran’s Pocket Recorp 
and Visiting List, published annually. 

The terms of these are as follows, payable in 
advance. 


Med. and Surg. Reporter (weekly), a year, 
Half-Yearly Compendium of Med. Science, 

Reporter and Compendium, oe -« 
Physician’s Daily Pocket Record, - - 
Reporter and Pocket Record, - - - 
Reporter, Comp. and Pocket Record,- - 


Dr. D. G. Brinton has entire charge of both 
the business and editorial management of these 
publications. All communications should be 
forwarded to him, and all drafts, checks, post- 
office orders, etc., made payable to his order, at 
the following address :— 

OFFICE OF 
THE MEDICAL anv SURGICAL REPORTER, 
115 South Seventh Street, 
| PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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MEDICAL LEGISLATION IN KENTUCKY. 

Through the kindness of Dr. J. T. Davis, 
of Kentucky, we have been furnished with 
copies of the laws relating to sanitary, pharma- 
cal and medical matters in that State during 
the recent session of the Legislature. 

They appear to us prompted by an enlight- 
ened appreciation of the importance to the 
community of such legislation, and the acts are 
framed in a manner to render them practicable 
and efficient. 

The three most prominent statutes, those to 
which we wish to call especial attention, are, 
first, regulating the sale of medicines and poi- 
sons; second, one to protect the citizens of the 
commonwealth from empiricism; and third, one 
to provide for the registration of marriages, 
births, and deaths. 

The first provides for the appointment by the 
Governor of a State Board of Pharmacy, con- 
sisting of seven persons, before whom shall 
come every person desiring to dispense drugs as 
a business, to pass a satisfactory examination. 

The third statute referred to provides that 
physicians, surgeons and midwives shall keep a 
registry of all births and deaths, with the usual 
statistics connected therewith, and shall report 
the same to the county clerk on or before the 
10th day of January, of the year following ~ 
Assessors and clergymen are also 
directed to keep and return the statistics of 


such event. 


marriages, etc., coming within their professional 
action. 

Perhaps the most interesting of the three 
statutes is that which is intended to protect the 
citizens against empiricism, that curse of the 
South and West. As not a few attempts in this 
direction have signally failed, we shall quote in 
extenso the Kentucky act, as it seems to have 
avoided several of the rocks on which similar 
enactments in other States have been wrecked. 
It reads as follows :— 

“Section 1. Be it enacted by the General 
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, 


That it shall be unlawful for any person, for 
reward or compensation, within the limits of 
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this State, to practice medicine in any of its de- 
partments, or prescribe, or attempt to prescribe, 
medicine for any sick person, or perform, or at- 
tempt to perform any surgical operation upon 
any person within said limits, who has not 
graduated at some chartered school of medicine 
in this or some foreign country, or who cannot 
produce a certificate of qualification from some 
one of the boards of examiners provided for in this 
act, and is not a person of good moral character. 

“Sec. 2. Any person who has beeh regularly 
and honorably engaged in the practice of medi- 
cine, or any of its departments, for ten years, 
shall be deemed to have complied with the pro- 
visions of this act. Any person having been so 
engaged for five years, shall be allowed one year 
in which to comply with said provisions. 

“Sec. 3. The Governor shall, within sixty 
days from the passage of this act, appoint five 
citizens in each and every judicial district in 
this State—said citizens shall be practicing phy- 
sicians of acknowledged learning and ability, 
and regular graduates of some chartered Medi- 
eal College—who shall constitute and be styled 


‘‘The Board of Medical Examiners” for said | 


district, three of whom shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. Their term of 
office shall be four years, beginning the first 
day of April, 1874; and it shall be the duty of 
the Governor each four years thereafter, and 
prior to the first day of April, to appoint their 
successors, who shall have the qualifications 
herein required. 

“Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of each of said 
boards to meet and hold annual sessions in their 
respective districts, at some central convenient 
place, easy of access, to be by them selected, 
commencing on the first Menday in June of 
each year, for the purpose of examining all ap- 
plicants who desire to practice medicine in any 
of its departments. The examination shall be 
conducted in such manner and to such extent as 
the examiners may deem most conducive to the 
interests and wants of the people, and the ad- 
vancement of learning in the medical profession, 
and to embrace the following branches of medi- 
eal science, viz., Chemistry, Anatomy, Physi- 
ology, Obstetrics, Surgery, and so much of 
Practical Medicine as relates to the nomencla- 
tare, history, and symptoms of disease. The 
several boards may hold extra sessions (if they 
deem it necessary) at any time and place in 
their respective districts they may think proper. 

“Sec. 5. The examiners shall require all 
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applicants to produce satisfactory evidence of 
good moral character, and to pay dn examina- 
tion fee of not more than twenty dollars. The 
sessions of the several boards shall continue long 
enough to give all who desire it an opportunity 
to undergo a fair and impartial examination. 

“Sec. 6. The examiner shall grant all appli- 
cants who shall be found, upon examination, 
to possess a fair practical knowledge of the 
branches named in section four of this act, a 
certificate of qualification, signed by at least 
three members of said board, which shall en- 
title the holder thereof, for the time specified, to 
practice any or all of the branches named in 
said certificate anywhere in said district or ad- 
joining district. 

“*Sec. 7. The members of the several boards 
shall receive, as a compensation for their ser- 
vices, all of the fees paid by applicants for ex- 
amination before said board. Certificates shall 
designate the time and the branches the holder 
thereof shall be entitled to practice, and shall 
not be granted for a longer period than five 
years nor a less period than one year. 

“Sec. 8. Any person living in this State, or 
any person coming into this State, who shall 
practice medicine, or attempt to practice medi- 
cine, in any of its departments, or who shall 
perform, or attempt to perform, any surgical 
operation for or upon any person within the 
limits of this State for reward or compensation, 
in violation of the provisions of this act, shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be fined fifty dollars, 
and upon each and every subsequent conviction 
be fined one hundred dollars, and imprisoned 
thirty days, or either or both, in the discretion 
of the jury ; and in no case where the provision 
of this act has been violated shall the person so 
violating be entitled to receive compensation for 
services rendered. 

“Sec. 9. Provided, That nothing herein 
shall be so construed as to apply to persons 
practicing dentistry.” 

In conclusion, we hope that the practitioners 
of Kentucky will do their best to prevent these 
acts becoming dead letters, by aiding to carry 
them out, and presenting amendments to them 
on such points as time shall show they require. 

———___ --_ ~ <> + 


—It is related of Sir James Simpson, the 
celebrated English physician, that the Duchess 
of Buccleugh drove up to his door and sent her 
footman to tell him that she waited witout. 
“ell the Duchess,” he replied, “that Dr. 
Simpson is engaged with a washerwoman.” 
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CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Labor—Shoulder Presentation—Spontaneous 
Evolution. 


Ep. Mep. anv Surc. Reporter :— 


Mrs. W., the mother of thirteen children, six 
of which are living, has uniformly enjoyed 
good health. 

Her first twelve labors were entirely normal 
and successful without the aid of an accoucheur. 
In her thirteenth, I was called and found the 
labor complicated by a prolapse of an arm, but 
forcible pains supervening, the labor culminated 
before any difficulty ensued. I was called to 
see the patient again, February 19th, 1874, 10 
o'clock P. M., in her fourteenth confinement. 
Amniotic liquid had been discharged while 
patient was in act of defecation, and simulta- 
neously a prolapse of right arm. Having felt 
expulsive | pw prior to descent of arm, they 
now ceased entirely, and but for the presence of 
the hand at the vulva, no evidence of labor was 
present. On introducing my hand I found the 
presentation right cephalo-iliac, or second pre- 
sentation of right shoulder, according to Ca- 

_zeaux, but could introduce nothing more than 
my fingers, so tightly were the circular fibres 
contracted about the axilla. Appreciating at 
once the position, I saw nothing. to facilitate 
the labor save podalic version, but having to 
forego that operation from the tonic contrac- 
tion of the circular fibres of the cervix, I at 
once instituted means to overcome the spasm by 
nauseating doses of ant. et. pot. tart., and a 
local application of ext. belladonna to the os 
uteri. An assiduous application of these reme- 
dies proving futile, I saw no escape from the 
rofuse bleedings so forcibly recommended and 
illustrated by Dewees, but was deterred, through 
inexperience and a doubt of its salutary effects. 
At this stage of the case, feeling sure of my 
position but unable to realize anything, I con- 

* cluded on a consultation, and immediately dis- 

tched a messenger for Dr. Collins, of Smyrna. 

efore the arrival of the Doctor, which was not 
unnecessarily delayed, a disposition to relaxa- 
tion was manifest, and by the time of his ar- 
rival the hand could be partially introduced, 
though not to a sufficient extent to enable me to 
seize the feet. 

By the continued and alternate efforts of the 
Doctor and myself for at least an hour, we were 
not able to reach the feet, so forcibly was the ute- 
rus contracted on its contents. Recognizing, by 
the absence of the pulsations of the foetal heart 
and other signs as unquivocal, that life in the 
child was extinct, we amputated the protruding 
arm at the shoulder—Dewees to the contrary 
notwithstanding—thus getting rid of a member 
useless to the child and quite an obstacle to 
our manipulation. Having by our continued 
efforts nearly exhausted ourselves and patient, 
and demonstrated our inability of effecting ver- 
sion, we concluded to give an hour’s respite to 
our patient, with no prospect before us but 
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embryotomy. I should have mentioned that 
from the moment of the rupture of the amniotic 
sac to the period of our desisting from efforts at 
extraction, not a single pain was felt, the womb 
appearing perfectly quiescent. Dr. Dewees 
says in his treatise, “‘ When the arm presents in 
a labor at the full period of gestation, we should 
entertain no hope or expectation that nature 
will relieve herself while the child continues 
in this position, unless the rare occurrence of 
‘spontaneous evolution’ by a forced construc- 
tion be considered as an exception, consequently 
this case must be always regarded as preter- 
natural; and thus bringing the child by the 
feet is the only operation that can be performed 
with a view to the safety of both mother and 
child.” 

Seeing version in this case impracticable, from 
our inability to reach the feet, and having de- 
termined the death of the child, our only con- 
sideration was to relieve the uterus of its con- 
tents by the most feasible method compatible 
with the safety of the mother. Deeming it 
prudent to let our patient recuperate her 
strength for an hour before making a final 
effort at extraction, we retired to an adjoining 
apartment for consultation and reflection. Be- 
fore the lapse of an hour, I was called by the 
nurse to the bedside, to find bearing down pains 
of a most expulsive character present, and on 
introducing my hand found that spontaneous 
evolution had taken place with the breech quite 
resting on the perineum, the expulsion of which 
was effected by a few forcible contractions. 
Cazeaux says, ‘‘In trunk presentations a 
spontaneous expulsion of the child is wholly 
an exception to the general rule, and one upon 
which no reliance can be placed unless in a case of 
abortion; and that the resources of our art are 
demanded in every case, just as soon as the 
necessary conditions exist for such intervention.” 

Having imbibed the theories promulgated by 
authors, not to trust our patients to the rare 
contingency of “spontaneous evolution,” our 
regard for our patient induced us to desist for a 
while, when the very process which some have 
denounced as impossible, and others as highly 
improbable, was the means of relieving us of a 
most painful position. As to the causes of this 
presentation, it must remain a matter of con- 
Jecture, M. Danyau ascribing it to an increase 
of the transverse diameters of the uterus in- 
duced by numerous antecedent labors, etc., 
while others hold different opinions. In this 

rticular case I conceive the trouble to have 

een exaggerated by the position of the lady at 
the time of the escape of the waters; the arm 
having departed from the chest with the gush 
of the amniotic fluid, it was precipitated to the 
axilla, and coming in contact with a sensitive 
os, caused a contraction of the circular fibres of 
the neck, which prevented my first attempts at 
version. To my mind, in accounting for the 
means that so happily consummated this case, 
none are more plausible than a lateral or par- 
tial contraction of the uterus, which being in 
operation while a portion of the uterus remained 
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tranquil, would readily solve the problem of 
the breech descending from its lofty altitude, 
to subvert the position of the shoulder, the 
delivery of which by the unaided power of the 
uterus was wholly unavailable. Mrs. W. made 
a good recovery, notwithstanding the test to 
which her endurance was cited, being able to 
assume control of her domestic affairs in less 
than a month. 
Jno. H. Parvis, M. D. 
Black Bird, Delaware. 


Placenta Previa in a Case of Twins. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sure. Rerorrer :— 

The following interesting and (to the writer) 
unique case I send a report of to you, believing it 
will interest some of the many readers of the 
Mepican anp Surocicat Reporter. I was 
called Feb. 20th, 1874, to see Mrs. B., aged 
twenty-eight years, mother of six children (three 


living), and who had a miscarriage of twins | 


April 19th, 1873. 

I found upon my arrival that she had an 
attack of uterine hemorrhage, and that she was 
advanced to the sixth month of pregnancy. The 


hemorrhage gradually ceased upon the adminis- | 


tration of remedies, and I heard a few days 
after that the patient was doing well. 
addition to treatment proper I enjoined 
absolute rest and quietude. Under this treat- 
o— atient did well until Feb. 28th, on which 

ate 
hemorrhage had again returned, which, however, 
soon ceased. I made a vaginal examination at 2 
p.M., and found a dilatable but not dilated 
os uteri, and a soft spongy mass occupying its 
-centre and circumference. No uterine pains; 
-all the symptoms pointed to unavoidable hemor- 
rhage occasioned by the location of the placenta 
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was again summoned to see her, as | 
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of the symptoms of hemorrhage) and then 
returned to my patient. In accordance with 
the husband’s request, Dr. Dilly, of this town, 
accompanied me. A short time previous to our 
arrival, child numberjone was delivered (after one 
or two pains, which were described as very ex- 
pulsive), and was found, on inspection, contained 
in the amniotic sac, which was unruptured. The 
contractions of the uterus continued, and were 
decidedly expulsive, and upon vaginal exami- 
| nation, t discovered a second foetus in utero. 
| The breech descended and the second child was 
| born in less than one hour after the first was 
delivered. After expulsion of the first child 
no hemorrhage, and after birth of the second the 
| uterus contracted into a firm globe in hypo- 
| gastric region. We then concluded the patient in 
|a great degree safe, and she was left quite 
' comfortable considering the hazardous condition 
|she had been in. (She is now in her usual 
health). Neither of the children were viable. 
In conclusion, I will state that in addition to 
| the means usually employed, viz. ergot, version, 
| forceps, ete., for hastening delivery of the 
| child, I shall hereafter, in cases similar to this 
| one, employ quinia sulph, as combined above. 
| C. E. Quin, m.v. 
Lynnville, Jasper Co., Iowa, August 6th, 1874. 
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| Podophyllin in Gastro-intestinal Disease. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sure. Reporter :— 


There is a form of gastro-intestinal disease 
‘very common among children in this country, 
‘and it often proves to be very obstinate. It 
|nearly always commences with constipation. 
| The abdomen becomes prominent, and there is 
often fever. The child is very restless, and 
| sometimes has convulsions. After taking a lax- 
| ative a diarrhoea sets in ; the stools are greenish, 


-as above mentioned. Agreeably to the method | watery, and sometimes copious; the tongue is 
recommended by Barnes, I detached a part of | coated with a thin white fur, and the papille 
the placenta, and prepared a prescription con- | are elongated, Very frequently there is nausea 
taining astringents and fl. ext. ergota, to be | and vomiting. A variety of remedies have been 
a. pro re nata, and upon my departure (as I | used with very uncertain effect : calomel, opium, 
ad to see another patient that evening) I left | pepsin, bismuth alone, burnt brandy, decoction 
orders if symptoms became worse to inform me | of white oak bark baths, salt and vinegar (often 
immediately. I had scarcely arrived at, the | g00d), lime water, etc. After plying these and 
house of the patient whom I was to visit, when | other ordinary remedies for weeks, and even 
& messenger came in great haste to me and | months, if death did not intervene, the famil 
stated that Mrs. B. was dying, and they wished | would become discouraged and change physi- 
me to come as soon as possible. I found the | cians, or quit the doctors altogether. 
patient at this visit in a truly critical condition, | _I am confident that at least 50 per cent. of 
ulse very frequent and feeble, surface cool and | the cases that occurred here last summer were 
Cheaole She had had a recurrence of the | unmanageable by the ordinary means of treat- 
flooding in fearful quantity. I at once lowered | ment. Having read somewhere that podophyl- 
cher head by removing pillows, and raised foot | lin and bismuth combined were valuable agents 
of bed (so as to have the advantage of inclined | in dyspepsia, I concluded to try them in some 
plane), and exhibited ergot in full doses every | Of these cases, and accordingly prescribed as 
r, and applied cold cloths to abdomen. At | follows :— 
on Peay pains; gave five grs. quinia | BR. Bismuthi sub. nit., 3ij. Ps 
and pulv. capsicum grs, one, and ordered the : r.ss to ot.j. M. 
vials to ~ repeated every half hour. The Podophyilin, 8 a) 


hemorrhage was again controlled, but anticipat- 
ing a return of flooding I came home and pro- 
vided myself with the necessary means to 
tampon the vagina (if there should be a return 


Triturate thoroughly in a mortar, and divide 
into 40 powders. 

Give one every three or four hours. 

It acts like magic, effecting a favorable change 
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in a very short time. I will not say that it will | , 


eure all cases, for my experience with it is too 
limited to warrant such an assertion, but I can 
say that it has cured every case of the kind 
mentioned that has been placed under my care, 
except one puny, syphilitic child, since last Octc- 
ber, about thirty in all. 

I think the remedy deserves further trial in 


obstinate diarrhceas, and would be glad if other | 


physicians would try it, and report. 
Respectfully, 
Bolivar, Mo., Aug. 5, 1874. 


. 


Wu. Tanner. 


A Human Ostrich: 
Ep. Mep. anv Sura. Reporter :— 


There was in my office this morning a case 
which may be of some interest to the profes- 
sion. 

Mr. W., from Ireland, a healthy, stout look- 
ing man; weight, 147 pounds; age, twenty- 
four years ; height, 5 feet, 7 inches ; occupation 
for a long time, seaman, but now professes to 
be an engineer ; came to this country two years 
and six months ago; was educated, he says, in 
France and England ; has rather a pleasant 
face, and seems disposed to make himeelf agree- 
able. By request he came in to exhibit to me 
that he could eat glass with impunity. He ex- 
pressed a preference for watch crystals, as they 
were more easily chewed, but as there were 
none convenient, he would take the common 
window-pane glass. I went out and secured a 
piece, about one-third of a broken pane, and 
brought in several friends to witness the sight. 
He took the glass and deliberately bit out a 
piece about the size of a silver half dollar, and 
chewed it up with as much gusto as if it had 
been a piece of bread, swallowed it, taking 
afterwards a swallow of water and bread, he 
said, to get the particles out of his teeth. He 
would have eaten the whole piece if I had re- 


a, as he has frequently eaten tumblers ‘| 
or a drink of whiskey. He said he would eat | 


any kind of glass except the colored bottle glass, 
which had poison in it. He was first induced 
to try the experiment, about three years ago, at 


- Cape Good Hope, by a surgeon in the British 


Navy, who bet he could eat all the glasses (18 in 
number) at a dinner party, which he did, and 
he saw no reason why he could not do as much, 
80 he tried it by eating only three. Since that 
time he has eaten glass Or the amusement of 
others, over a thousand times, with no disagree- 
able affect. The only difference he sees is it 
gives him an appetite. 
Is there any solution to this problem, why it 
does not kill the man or produce some serious 
disorder of the system, when we have been 
taught the dangerous consequences of swallow- 
ing glass? He does not seem to chew it up 
very finely, and says he only wants two bites on 
@ watch crystal before vonloaing it. It is cer- 
tainly a mystery to me, and I would like to 
hear from some of your readers on the subject. 
Respectfully, B. P. Reese. 
Staunton, August 4th, 1874. 
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A Remedy for Toothache. 
Ep. Mep. anp Surc. Reporter :— 

The following recipe I have prescribed for 
| toothache, and have never found it fail. Should 
| you deem it worthy reproduction in the Re- 
PORTER, please insert it. 


kK. Chloral hydrat., 3), 
Aqua pura, f1.3ss, 
Misce, et adde, 
Tinct. aconit., rad Flem. Mxv, 
Chloroform, pura, 
Ether sulph, . 
Sp. vini rect., 588. M- 
Ft. mistura. 
| Sigma. Rub the gums with a little of the 
| mixture ; put a few drops upon cotton, and in- 
| sert in any cavity of the tooth. Also take the 
| following dose, on sugar: for an adult, fifteen to 
thirty drops; for a child, two to ten drops, ac- 
cording to age. The above doses can be repeated © 
quite frequently, if necessary. 

The remedy suggested by my late college 
friend, Dr. James Sawyer, may also prove 
very beneficial, if the dose is lessened, and re- 
peated at shorter intervals of time. Anything 
to relieve the pain of toothache is very fre- 
quently tried; for you are aware that there 
never was yet the philosopher that could endure 
the toothache patiently, however, at his ease, he 
talked like the gods. 

Faithfully yours, 
CHares Carter CRANMER, M. Dy 

Saratoga, N. Y., August 11, 1874. 





Daily Bath Injurious to Infants. 
Ep. Mep. anp Sura. Reporter :— 


I was called to see a child one year old. The 
mother said it had “gone into a decline for a 
couple of months past, and was growing rapidly 
worse.”’ The child had walked for the space of 
a month or more, but now its limp and shrunk- 
en legs could not support its wasting form. 
Taking hold of the little mass I found it had 
gone into a decline sure enough. Its fleshless 
bones were loosely hung about by a flabby in- 
tegument with not a particle of snap in it. 
Stand it on its feet it would double up like an 
empty sack. It was with difficulty it could 
hold its head erect. Modestly speaking it did 
not seem more than half the size it was at the 
age of six months. 

It ate very little. Itdid not cry. It did not 
laugh. In fact, it did very little of anything 
except look very old, sad and disconsolate. 

I examined cursorily the three great cavities, 
but found no evidence of disease in either. The 
expression was decidedly peculiar. Pulse a 
little slower and softer than normal. 

Prescribed spiritus frumenti in ten drop 
doses. After several days was called again. 
No perceptible improvement. The same in- 
different expression and the same limp feel as 
before. I now examined the mother most nar- 
rowly, and found she had been plunging the 
little fellow into cold water every morning, in 
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order to keep the child clean and healthy. I at 
once suspected that there might be such a thing 
as keeping a child too clean to be very healthy. 

I therefore advised the mother to discontinue 
the daily bath at once, using only a damp cloth 
or towel twice a week, following this with a 
sponge bath, and rubbing briskly with a dry 
warm towel till the skin was gently red; put on 
its flannels, changing them but once or at most 
twice a week. Above all keep the child warm, 
which is much preferable to keeping it too clean. 

This advice was followed to the letter. Ina 
few weeks there was no further decline percep- 
tible. A few weeks more the child began to 
crave more food. A month more and it began 
to smile, and laugh, and crow, and grow. 

_ It is now thriving nicely, walking and talking 
ow as other children do when they have not 
n subjected to the daily bath. 

Case No. 2 has a very similar history with an 
exactly similar result. The mothers are both 
young, and very tidy in both dress and person. 

If any other reason can be given for the de- 
cline of the two cases above mentioned, I would 
be glad to hear what it is. 

A. D. Binxerp, &M. v. 


>< 
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Correction. 
In Dr. Read’s report of cases of fistula, in the 
third line of the second column, first page, pot. 
carb. should be pot. fus. Wu. Reap, m. v. 


Jefferson Medical College. 

The Anatomical Rooms will open Sept. 7th, 
1874, under the direction of Thos. H. Andrews, 
u.D., the Demonstrator, who may be seen at 
329 South Eighteenth street, or at the College. 


Personal. 

—Drs. R. J. Levis, of Philadelphia, J. Marion 
Sims and E. Seguin, of New York, Francis 
Smi.h, of Boston, are registered as being pres- 
ent at the late session of the British Medical 
Association. 

—We notice that Dr. P. D. Keyser, attending 
surgeon to the Wills’ Eye Hospital, in this city, 
has returned from his summer vacation and re- 
sumed his clinical studies. Professor J. Aitkin 
Meigs has also put in an appearance. Both 
seem much improved by their summer rambles. 

—George M. Hall, m.v., died at Swanton 
Vt., after a long and lingering illness, on Mon- 
day morning, at the age of about fifty years. 

—Dr. A. L. Morgan, of Felchville, Vt., died 
Tuesday morning, August 25th. 


—Dr. J. Q. A. Hudson calls attention to the 
want of uniformity of the action of the physos- 
tigma upon the pupil. The local application to 
the eye invariably causes contraction, but its 
internal or hypodermic use does not always pro- 
duce this phenomena. 
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QUERIES AND REPLIES. 
We print this query, and ask our readers to reply, 
FAIRFIELD, HyDE CounrTy, N. C. 
August 12th, 1874, 
Ep. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER :— 


Please inform me, through the medium of the 
REPORTER, of a good treatment for “morfew.” I 
have two cases, young ladies, one of whom has had 
ulceration of cervix uteri (but is now well) and the 
other I am now treating for chronicsplenitis. Have 
given her recently str) chnia, iron and quinia, and 
now have her upon soda hypophos. and quinia, 
The former was well dosed with tonics (general 
health now excellent), and I used every local ap- 
——— I could hear of, but as yet with no effect. 

ave used no local application in the latter as yet. 

Any information you can give me upon the sub- 
ject will be highly appreciated by 


Yours very truly, 
C. Ww. THOMAS. 


J. M. Spear.—The latest are a paper before the 
Medical Society of Pennsylvania, by Dr. J. M. Jen- 
kin, of Easton, and one before the American Medi- 
cal Association, by Dr. Theophilus Parvin, of India- 
napolis, Ind. The first was printed in abstract in 
May 30th number. Both will appear in the forth- 
coming “ Transactions” of those bodies. 

B. G. Wilder.—We did not receive your papers 
read before the American Association for Advance 
ment of Science. 

The paper on “ Resuscitation of the Drowned” 
was published in the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, some time in July; an abstract in August 
22d number of REPORTER. 


O. T. Pratt.—We send the Code of Ethics, At pres- 
ent this is the only work on professional etiquette 
not out of print. The best on children is West. 

Oo” 
OBITUARY. 


DR. JOHN H. SLACK. 


The death has been announced of John Hamilton 
Slack, M. D., late of this city, at his residence, at 
Troutdale, near Bloomsburg, N.J. Dr. Slack was 
very well known in Philadelphia as an amateur 
artist, musician, and printer. A gentleman of libe- 
ral means, he keptin his house, on Twelfth street, 
below Walnut, a small but complete printing office, 
where, with his own hands, he produced, on tinted 
papers, and in sumptuous style, many choice little 
volumes, in prose and poetry, which now are owned 
only among his personal friends, Asa musician, he 
stood among the best in the city, and an arrange- 
ment of the air of “Home, Sweet Home,” with 
variations, composed by him, met with an almost 
unprecedented sale. He was a painter of some 
ability, and his delight was to visit the studios of 
Philadelphia artists, and mingle in their society. 
He afterward located at Seventeenth and Spruce 
streets, whence a few years ago he removed to New 
Jersey, where he became interested in the artificial 
propagation of fish, He named his place “Trout- 
dale,” and built extensive hatching houses, ponds, 
ete., for breeding brook trout. Soon after he was 
appointed one of the Fish Commissioners for the 
State of New Jersey, and to his individual exer- 
tions and liberal expenditure of his private means 
are due much of the success in propagating the 
black bass, and enforcing the laws for the protec- 
tion of game and food fish in the Delaware river. 








